Your Macomb
Township Fire
Department
would like to wish
all of our residents , business
owners and visitors a peaceful
and safe holiday
season.
In this month’s
Fire and Life Safety Tips, we have
included information on :
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HOME HEATING SAFETY
According to the NFPA, Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fire
deaths. Half of home heating equipment fires are reported during the
months of December, January, and February. Some simple steps can prevent
most heating-related fires from happening:
 Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment, like the furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater.


Have a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.



Never use your oven to heat your home.
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 Have a qualified professional install stationary space heating equipment,
water heaters or central heating equipment according to the local codes and
manufacturer’s instructions.
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 Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every
year by a qualified professional.
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 Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going
to bed.
 Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the manufacturer, for fuel
burning space heaters.
 Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying
into the room. Ashes should be cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep the container a safe distance away from your home.
*Courtesy: National Fire Protection Association, www.nfpa.org
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Holiday Lighting

MACOMB
TWP. FIRE
DEPT. HAS
FREE SMOKE
DETECTORS
AVAILABLE TO
RESIDENTS.
Contact us at

Use lights that have the label of a recognized testing laboratory, and make sure
you know whether they are designed for
indoor or outdoor use. Replace any string
of lights with worn or broken cords, or
loose bulb connections. Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of light strands
to connect.

Candles
Candles are widely used in homes throughout the holidays; December is the peak
month for home candle fires. More than
half of all candle fires start because the candles had been too close to things that could
catch fire. When burning candles, keep
them at least 12” away from anything that
can burn, and remember to blow them out
when you leave the room or go to bed.

586-949-2138
to inquire, or

Christmas Trees

email us at

U.S. fire departments annually respond to
an average of 210 home structure fires
caused by Christmas trees per year. Three
of every ten are caused by electrical problems, and one in four result from a heat
source that’s too close to the tree.

fireprevention
@macombmi.gov

If you have an artificial tree, be sure it’s labeled, certified or identified by the manufacturer as fire-retardant. If you choose a
fresh tree, make sure the green needles
don’t fall off when touched; before placing
it in the stand, cut 2” from the base of the
trunk. Add water to the tree stand, and be
sure to water it daily.*
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