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SMOKE ALARMS: Which are best?
For additional information on
this month’s topics, visit the
following websites:

Smoke Alarms:
“Dan Doofus” Shows us the
proper way to install,
replace and maintain
smoke alarms in this VIDEO
you can watch by clicking
HERE.

SEE PAGES 3-4
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Carbon Monoxide:
Visit the NFPA Carbon
Monoxide Information Page
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PHOTOELECTRIC

IONIZATION

Photoelectric
smoke alarms are
generally more
responsive to fires
that begin with a
long period of
smoldering, or what
is known as a
“Smoldering Fire”

Ionization smoke
alarms are
generally more
responsive to
flaming fires.

Knowing that there
are 2 kinds of smoke
detectors that are
each better at
detecting different
fires, what should
you have in your
home?
BOTH! Why? Let’s
take a look below…

Why have two types of alarms?
Testing from
multiple
laboratories has
shown that
photoelectric
and ionization
detectors each
have their
strengths and
weaknesses.
According to
Consumer
Reports, their
tests of smoke
detectors from

multiple
manufacturers
found that
ionization
detectors were
great at testing a
fast, flaming fire
such as burning
paper but were
poor at detecting
slow, smoldering
fires such as a
couch or
mattress.
Oppositely,

Photoelectric
alarms were good
at detecting
smoldering fires, but
were poor at
detecting flaming
fires.
Accordingly, you
should have both
types of detectors
in your home. If you
have any questions
on mounting
locations, please
contact us!
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HOME MEDICAL ALARMS

FREE SMOKE
DETECTORS

Do you or a family
member have a
physical disability,
or of an age where
mobility is an issue?
If this is true,
especially if you live
alone, how could
you call for help if
you cannot get to a
phone?

AVAILABLE!

What if you fell or had
an injury that made it
impossible to call for
help? You could be
on the floor lying
injured until someone
came to find
you…unless you have
a medical alarm.
Medical alarms come
in many types and
models these days,

But most come in
bracelet, pendant or
necklace style. Most of
the new models do not
even require a home
phone line because
they operate like a cell
phone. Some can even
detect falls and are GPS
capable, meaning that
even if you are not
home, 911 dispatchers
can track your location
in an emergency.

For more information,
call us at 586-2860027, email us at
fireprevention@maco
mb-mi.gov

Or, stop by your
closest Fire Station
during normal
business hours.

Carbon monoxide is
an invisible, odorless,
colorless gas that is
produced by the
combustion of fuels.
CO can cause
illness, death or
explode in high
amounts.
This can be because
of improper venting
of a fireplace, car,
or by faulty gas
appliances such as
gas dryers, water
heaters, furnaces,
generators, etc.

The only way you
can be alerted to
the presence of CO
in your home before
dangerous levels
cause symptoms is
by having properly
placed and working
Carbon Monoxide
Detectors in your
home.
Carbon Monoxide
Detectors should be
placed on every
level of your home
and outside each

sleeping area.
-Follow the
manufacturer’s
specifications for
mounting area and
height as each
detector may vary.
-Be sure to purchase
only detectors that
have the label of a
certified testing
laboratory such as UL,
FM, ANSI, etc.
Contact us with any
questions.

In next month’s edition (October), Look forward to information on:
-Halloween Decorations
-Halloween Costume Safety
-
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MEDICATION DROP-OFF SITES ARE LISTED BELOW
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE VIST
http://health.macombgov.org/Health-Programs-EnvironmentalHealth-RiskAssessmentMedicationDisposal

OR, CALL 586-466-7923

